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“A brilliant book.” —Dan Snow, History Hit podcast

“A superb book. Absolutely gripping.” —Iain Dale’s Book Club podcast

“The extent to which the British far-right supported Hitler, even after the  
outbreak of the Second World War, has largely been suppressed. Now Tim  

Tate’s absorbing study offers a bracing reappraisal of their sympathies.”  
—The Observer (London)

‘Tim Tate [explores] the entire grimy landscape of British treachery  
during the Second World War and the astonishing rogues’ gallery of  
traitors working to help Nazi Germany win. [He makes] excellent use  

of the vast trove of material declassified by MI5 in recent years.”  
—Ben Macintyre, The Times (London)

“Tate explores many engrossing accounts of espionage and counter- 
espionage, as well as the jaw-dropping ineptitude and complacency of  

the authorities who displayed a characteristic restraint when dealing with  
far more threatening and powerful traitors. Formidable scholarship.”  

—The Morning Star

This dramatic exposé of  
Allied subterfuge and betrayal  

uncovers the treachery of  
undercover fascists and  

American Nazi spy rings during  
the height of World War II. 

Between 1939 and 1945, more than seventy Allied 
men and women were convicted—mostly in 
secret trials—of working to help Nazi Germany 
win the war. In the same period, hundreds of 
British Fascists were also interned without trial 
on specific and detailed evidence that they were 
spying for Germany. 

Collectively, these men and women were part 
of a little-known Fifth Column: traitors who com-
mitted crimes including espionage, sabotage, 
communicating with enemy intelligence agents, 
and attempting to cause disaffection amongst 
Allied troops. Four of these traitors were sen-
tenced to death; two were executed, whilst most 
of the others received lengthy prison sentences 
or were interned throughout the war.

Hundreds of official files, released in remark-
ably haphazard fashion in the years between 
2002 and 2017, reveal the truth about the traitors 
who formed these spy rings. Most were ardent 
fascists: all willingly betrayed their own country 
in the hope and anticipation of a German victory.  
Several were part of international espionage 
rings based in the United States.

If these men and women were, for the most 
part, lone wolves or members of small networks, 
others were much more dangerous. In 1940, 
during some of the darkest days of the war, 
two well-connected British Nazi sympathizers  
planned overlapping conspiracies to bring  
about a “fascist revolution.” These plots were 

T I M  TAT E  is a multi-award winning 
documentary filmmaker, investigative journal-
ist, and prolific author. Over a career spanning 
forty years, he has made more than eighty docu-
mentaries for British networks and international 
broadcasters. His films have been honored by 
Amnesty International, the Royal Television 
Society, UNESCO, the International Documen-
tary Association, the Association for International 
Broadcasting, the [US] National Academy of Cable 
Broadcasting, and the New York Festivals. He is 
the author of fifteen previous books, including 
Hitler’s Forgotten Children. Tim lives in England.
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foiled by Allied spymasters through radical—
and often contentious—methods of investigation. 
Its agents set up elaborate sting operations that 
uncovered scores of Nazi sympathizers seeking 
to pass military and defense secrets to the enemy.
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A Hidden History of Spies, Saboteurs,
and Traitors in World War II
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